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Whereas for more than 80 years, Congress 

has rejected repeated calls by the recording 
industry to impose a performance fee on 
local radio stations for simply playing music 
on the radio, as such fee would upset the mu-
tually beneficial relationship between local 
radio and the recording industry; 

Whereas local radio stations provide free 
publicity and promotion to the recording in-
dustry and performers of music in the form 
of radio air play, interviews with performers, 
introduction of new performers, concert pro-
motions, and publicity that promotes the 
sale of music, concert tickets, ring tones, 
music videos, and associated merchandise; 

Whereas committees in the Senate and 
House of Representatives have previously re-
ported that ‘‘the sale of many sound record-
ings and the careers of many performers 
have benefitted considerably from airplay 
and other promotional activities provided by 
both noncommercial and advertiser-sup-
ported, free over-the-air broadcasting’’; 

Whereas local radio broadcasters provide 
tens of thousands of hours of essential local 
news and weather information during times 
of national emergencies and natural disas-
ters, such as on September 11, 2001, and dur-
ing Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, as well as 
public affairs programming, sports, and hun-
dreds of millions of dollars of time for public 
service announcements and local fund rais-
ing efforts for worthy charitable causes, all 
of which are jeopardized if local radio sta-
tions are forced to divert revenues to pay for 
a new performance fee; 

Whereas there are many thousands of local 
radio stations that will suffer severe eco-
nomic hardship if any new performance fee is 
imposed, as will many other small businesses 
that play music including bars, restaurants, 
retail establishments, sports and other en-
tertainment venues, shopping centers, and 
transportation facilities; and 

Whereas the hardship that would result 
from a new performance fee would hurt busi-
nesses in the United States, and ultimately 
the consumers in the United States who rely 
on local radio for news, weather, and enter-
tainment, and such a performance fee is not 
justified when the current system has pro-
duced the most prolific and innovative 
broadcasting, music, and sound recording in-
dustries in the world: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress should 
not impose any new performance fee, tax, 
royalty, or other charge relating to the pub-
lic performance of sound recordings on a 
local radio station for broadcasting sound re-
cordings over the air, or on any business for 
such public performance of sound recordings. 

f 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 8—RECOGNIZING WOMEN 
SERVING IN THE UNITED 
STATES ARMED FORCES 

Mrs. BOXER (for herself, Mr. BURR, 
Mrs. HAGAN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. 
SANDERS, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. BENNET, 
and Mr. LAUTENBERG) submitted the 
following concurrent resolution; which 
was considered and agreed to: 

S. CON. RES. 8 

Whereas women have served with distinc-
tion in the United States Armed Forces since 
the American Revolution and have made sig-
nificant and lasting contributions to the se-
curity of the United States; 

Whereas in 2011, women comprise nearly 16 
percent of the United States Armed Forces 
and serve in positions of responsibility in the 
active and reserve components of the Army, 
Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, and Coast 

Guard, as compared with less than 5 percent 
in 1976 when women were first integrated 
into the service academies; 

Whereas women serve at the highest levels 
in the Department of Defense and other gov-
ernmental organizations contributing to the 
defense of the United States; and 

Whereas the accomplishments of genera-
tions of women have contributed to the his-
tory of the United States Armed Forces and 
to the strength of the United States: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress— 

(1) recognizes the importance of women to 
national defense throughout the history of 
the United States; and 

(2) encourages the people of the United 
States to honor women who have served and 
who continue to serve the United States in 
the United States Armed Forces. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 112. Mr. TOOMEY (for himself and Mr. 
VITTER) proposed an amendment to the bill 
S. 23, to amend title 35, United States Code, 
to provide for patent reform. 

SA 113. Mr. VITTER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 112 proposed by Mr. TOOMEY (for himself 
and Mr. VITTER) to the bill S. 23, supra; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 114. Mr. LEAHY proposed an amend-
ment to the bill S. 23, supra. 

SA 115. Mr. LEE proposed an amendment 
to the bill S. 23, supra. 

SA 116. Mr. BENNET (for himself and Ms. 
AYOTTE) proposed an amendment to the bill 
S. 23, supra. 

SA 117. Mr. BENNET (for himself and Mr. 
UDALL of Colorado) proposed an amendment 
to the bill S. 23, supra. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 112. Mr. TOOMEY (for himself and 
Mr. VITTER) proposed an amendment to 
the bill S. 23, to amend title 35, United 
States Code, to provide for patent re-
form; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. lll. FULL FAITH AND CREDIT ACT. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be 
cited as the ‘‘Full Faith and Credit Act’’. 

(b) PRIORITIZE OBLIGATIONS ON THE DEBT 
HELD BY THE PUBLIC.—In the event that the 
debt of the United States Government, as de-
fined in section 3101 of title 31, United States 
Code, reaches the statutory limit, the au-
thority of the Department of the Treasury 
provided in section 3123 of title 31, United 
States Code, to pay with legal tender the 
principal and interest on debt held by the 
public shall take priority over all other obli-
gations incurred by the Government of the 
United States. 

SA 113. Mr. VITTER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 112 proposed by Mr. 
TOOMEY (for himself and Mr. VITTER) to 
the bill S. 23, to amend title 35, United 
States Code, to provide for patent re-
form; which was ordered to lie on the 
table; as follows: 

At the end of the amendment, add the fol-
lowing: 

(c) PRIORITIZE PAYMENT OF SOCIAL SECU-
RITY BENEFITS.—Notwithstanding subsection 
(b), in the event that the debt of the United 
States Government, as so defined, reaches 

the statutory limit, the authority described 
in subsection (b) and the authority of the 
Commissioner of Social Security to pay 
monthly old-age, survivors’, and disability 
insurance benefits under title II of the Social 
Security Act shall be given equal priority 
over all other obligations incurred by the 
Government of the United States. 

SA 114. Mr. LEAHY proposed an 
amendment to the bill S. 23 , to amend 
title 35, United States Code, to provide 
for patent reform; as follows: 

On page 1, strike line 5, and insert the fol-
lowing: ‘‘ ‘America Invents Act’ ’’. 

On page 79, strike lines 1 through 17, and 
insert the following: 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director shall have 
authority to set or adjust by rule any fee es-
tablished, authorized, or charged under title 
35, United States Code, and the Trademark 
Act of 1946 (15 U.S.C. 1051 et seq.), notwith-
standing the fee amounts established, au-
thorized, or charged thereunder, for all serv-
ices performed by or materials furnished by, 
the Office, provided that patent and trade-
mark fee amounts are in the aggregate set to 
recover the estimated cost to the Office for 
processing, activities, services, and mate-
rials relating to patents and trademarks, re-
spectively, including proportionate shares of 
the administrative costs of the Office. 

SA 115. Mr. LEE proposed an amend-
ment to the bill S. 23, to amend title 
35, United States Code, to provide for 
patent reform; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. lll. SENSE OF THE SENATE. 

It is the sense of the Senate that Congress 
should pass and the States should agree to 
an amendment to the Constitution requiring 
a Federal balanced budget. 

SA 116. Mr. BENNET (for himself and 
Ms. AYOTTE) proposed an amendment 
to the bill S. 23, to amend title 35, 
United States Code, to provide for pat-
ent reform; as follows: 

On page 86, between lines 8 and 9, insert 
the following: 

(i) REDUCTION IN FEES FOR SMALL ENTITY 
PATENTS.—The Director shall reduce fees for 
providing prioritized examination of utility 
and plant patent applications by 50 percent 
for small entities that qualify for reduced 
fees under section 41(h)(1) of title 35, United 
States Code, so long as the fees of the 
prioritized examination program are set to 
recover the estimated cost of the program. 

On page 86, line 9, strike ‘‘(i)’’ and insert 
‘‘(j)’’. 

SA 117. Mr. BENNET (for himself and 
Mr. UDALL or Colorado) proposed an 
amendment to the bill S. 23, to amend 
title 35, United States Code, to provide 
for patent reform; as follows: 

On page 104, between lines 22 and 23, insert 
the following: 
SEC. 18. SATELLITE OFFICES. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Subject to available 
resources, the Director shall establish 3 or 
more satellite offices in the United States to 
carry out the responsibilities of the Patent 
and Trademark Office. 

(b) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the satellite 
offices established under subsection (a) are 
to— 

(1) increase outreach activities to better 
connect patent filers and innovators with 
the Patent and Trademark Office; 

(2) enhance patent examiner retention; 
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